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 Cdr Lawrence J. Willwerth, AP 
 

       Vol. 37 No. 3          Sail  &  Power Boating      November   2010 

 

Since our fiscal year is now January first it’s time to really focus on it. We do  have a proposed 

slate that lacks only an administrative officer. We plan to fill that vacancy with a committee. 

We now need our nominees to name and verify their staff for the 2011 roster. Please have this 

prepared by the next meeting. 

 

Many thanks to Norm Slifkin for volunteering to be Assistant Secretary for 2011. It has been, 

but not should have been, difficult, for you people to take part in our administration. The COW, 

the election, and the Christmas Party will take place at our annual meeting in December. 

 

Now a word about our oyster roast/meeting in November. I have already purchased the shrimp 

at a very good price but due to the oil spill the price of oysters has increased considerably. 

Should the price not drop by November, I plan to organize an oyster flotilla on Friday, the 12th 

of November to gather our own.  

The EnLIGHTener is published nine months each year by the Ponce de Leon Inlet Sail &  

Power Squadron, District 23, United States Power Squadrons. Deadline for submission of 

materials is the Sunday after the Exec. Meeting, (except May, June, &  July). Direct 

submissions to the Editor:  

Lt Ken Courage, S   

 kcourage@ufl.edu or 386 - 428 - 4537 

1600 N Atlantic Av, New Smyrna Beach, FL 32169 
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 Commander       Cdr Lawrence J. Willwerth, AP 

        426 - 0000  
 

Executive Officer P/C Paul E. Reichert, AP 

    424 - 0378 
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    426 - 8426 
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                 424 - 0378   
 

  Secretary      Lt/C Myrna M. Courage, S 

                  428 - 4537 
 

 Treasurer  P/C Linda C. Allen, SN 

    423 - 1945 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last July I was in New Hampshire launching a boat with my son at Spofford 

Lake. While getting the boat ready to put in the water, an attendant at the ramp ap-

proached. He wanted to know where we had last used the boat. He then walked 

around the boat and trailer looking for weeds, mud and anything natural that did 

not belong. We were then approved for launching. 

 

In September I was at the headquarters for the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

where I picked up a flyer “Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers”. This flyer asks you to 

“Inspect, Clean and Dry” your boat to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive spe-

cies such as clams, fish, mussels, plants, weeds, and disease causing pathogens. 

They recommend stopping at a car wash and use the pressure hose, no soap or 

chemicals, just hot water. The aquatic invaders can only survive in water/wet ar-

eas. Therefore, drain all the water from your boat and dry the boat, trailer and 

equipment. 

 

We mention in several of our classes about cleaning your boat and here are exam-

ples of several states taking action to prevent the spread of invasive species. Let 

us do our part to help.  

Executive Officer 

P/C Paul E. Reichert, AP 

Views and Thoughts from my Deck 
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ABC3 

 

The public boating course scheduled for 23 OCT 2010 and 30 OCT 10 at the NSB 

Boat & Ski Club has been cancelled.  We got no inquiries from our publicity. 

 

SEAMANSHIP 

 

Seamanship exams have been ordered. 

 

SEMINARS 

 

I would like to thank the three members who attended the free PaddleSmart Semi-

nar on 10/13.  With the past two seminars and the current ABC3 class being can-

celled due to lack of registrants, it was refreshing to see anyone in attendance. 

 

The USPS Seminar series is part of our USPS University education program.  The 

entire program includes comprehensive education for both the public and squad-

ron members.  Along with the new seminars, many rewritten and new member 

courses have and will continue to be developed, 

along with the on-the-water Boat Operator Certifi-

cation program.  The current seminars are listed 

here. 

 

Squadron Education Officer:   

 

Lt/C Will Benny, SN 

Trailering Your Boat 
Advanced Powerboat Handling 
Partner in Command 
Mastering the Rules of the Road 
Boating on Rivers, Lakes, and Locks 
Basic Coastal Navigation 

Paddle Smart 
The Mariner’s Compass 
How to Use Marine Anchoring 
Marine Radar 
Boat Handling Under Power 
How to Use a Chart 

Using GPS 
Using VHF/DSC Marine Radio  
Hurricanes and Boats 
Knots, Bends, and Hitches for Mariners 
Onboard Weather Forecasting 
Sail Trim and Rig Tuning 
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Administrative Officer 

 

P/C Elaine Reichert, AP 

 

Come and join the breakfast 

bunch 0830 at the following 

dates and places 

 
 3 November: Holiday Inn  

 

1 December: Golden Biscuit 

 

5 January: Country Kitchen 

 

2 February: Lighthouse Café 

 

2 March: Mom’s Home Cooking 

 

Please see the upcoming events on the back cover. 

 

Our November breakfast get-together will be 3 No-

vember, Holiday Inn  Beachside, at the usual 0830. No 

reservations required.  Come and get your picture 

taken for the December EnLIGHTener. 

 Notes 
The general meeting for November will take place 

at the Oyster/Shrimp Feast.  There will be no sepa-

rate dinner meeting in November. 
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October Breakfast  

Manny’s Beachside 
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We welcome your com-
ments on this edition of 
the EnLIGHTener and 
your contributions to 
the November edition.  
The deadline for all ma-
terial is Sunday, 17 Oc-
tober. 

Advertiser support is 
critical to the EnLIGHT-
ener.  The recent eco-
nomic conditions have 
taken a toll on our ad-
vertisers. 
 

All members should stay in touch with 
their contacts in the business community 

 
 

Central Florida 
(Burgee Pending) 

District 23 Squadrons Banana 

River 

Ponce de Leon 

Inlet 

Cocoa 

Beach 

Titusville 

Daytona Beach 

Jacksonville Gainesville 

Ocala 

Harris Chain 
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From Upstairs ... 

Attend the 2011 Annual Meeting 

Come enjoy the sunshine, visit with friends, and make new ones during the 2011 Annual Meeting 
at Disney’s Coronado Springs Resort, 2–5 Feb. Visit the annual Expo, and enjoy a night on the 
town at House of Blues and Cirque du Soleil. 
For more information, contact  www.usps.org/national/natmeetings 

News from USPS National 

E15 Gasoline Approved for Use 

In Part II of Understanding Environmental Issues, the Environmental Committee addresses 
EPA’s approval of E15 (15 percent ethanol) gasoline. Many people believe that the use of etha-
nol fuel will provide a low-cost renewable alternative to oil-refined gasoline, reduce emissions to 
the environment, and help the U.S. to become less dependent on foreign-supplied crude oil. We 
disagree. Visit www.sailangle.com/group-forum/topic/id/1357, to learn more.  

 

New Member Benefit: Sears Commercial Market-

place  

USPS has added Sears Commercial Marketplace to its market basket of member benefits. Under 
the program, USPS members can receive discounts of between 5 and 50 percent off retail on 
many appliances and electronics. Every member who has elected to be part of the Member 
Benefits program will receive an e-mail invitation from Sears with an invitation code and a link to 
sign up.  
For more information, visit:   www.searscommercialmarketplace.com 
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BANANA RIVER SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON PILOTING CON-

TEST 

 

It’s  time to register for the 6 November Banana River SPS Piloting Contest to show off your 

skills. This contest is open to everyone in District 23.  Any vessel, power or sail, may partici-

pate.  Once you register, we give you a route consisting of several legs.  Each leg has a dis-

tance and a magnetic bearing.  When you get to the end point all you have to do is toss a float 

overboard, which we furnish (yes, a line and a weight will be attached to it). Its location is 

then compared to our calculated position; the smallest difference determines the winner who 

gets a trophy.  Here is a summary of the rules.   

 

The objective is to navigate several prescribed legs of a Course as accurately as possible. The 

winner will be determined by the shortest distance between the Ending and Target coordinates 

of the last leg.  The Committee creates the routes, determines the starting order, issues the 

starting instructions and determines the final ranking of the participants.  The Pilot is respon-

sible for navigating the prescribed route using the given parameters and compensating for de-

viation, leeway, wind, traffic, turning drift and any other factors. 

 

Different Courses will be assigned to minimize congestion.  The starting point will be day 

mark G “1” at the end of Dragon Point (southern tip of Merritt Island).  Pilots will start their 

runs at three minute intervals.  The Pilots must navigate each leg in the order given. The use 

of a GPS or similar position device during the run is not permitted   

 

The standings will be based on a point system: Each Pilot starts out with 10,000 points. Ten 

points will be deducted for each foot of difference between the Ending and Target coordi-

nates. The winner will be the one with the highest number of points. 

 

The complete rules are available at http://www.brsps.org/PilotContest.aspx. 

 

2011 Events  
22 Jan: Winter Council Meeting - Daytona Beach  

31 Jan - 5 Feb: USPS Annual Meeting - Disney Florida - Coronado 

Springs Resort  

March: Spring Council & Conference  

May:  Summer Council Meeting & D23 Picnic - Titusville  

12-17 Sept: Governing Board Meeting - Sheridan Four Seasons, 

Greensboro, NC  

News from District 23 
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CITY MARINA 

Ethanol-Free Gas - Bulk Oil 
 

Phone (386) 427 - 5267       Fax (386) 427 - 5620 
 

North Causeway, New Smyrna Beach, Florida 32169 

www.northcausewaymarine.com 

                    Sandy & Kevin London’s 
 

          BOB’S DISCOUNT MARINE SUPPLY 

 

5110 S. Ridgewood Avenue                                                  

Port Orange, FL 32127                                                        

(386) 761 - 5378 
 

 

 Areas Favorite Supplier of Marine Accessories              
Boat & Utility Trailers, Trailer Parts                            

Ace Boat Hoist Lifts and Supplies 
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EnLIGHTener Supporters   
(Donating $10 or more a year )   

We thank you for your contributions 

 

Linda and Chuck Allen 

 

Will and Denise Benny  

 

Charles and Judith Kossuth 

 

Myrna and Ken Courage   

 

Bruce and Joan Jennings  

 

Lora Moses  

 

Elaine and Paul Reichert  

 

 Norm and Sue Slifkin  
 

Bob and Louise Johnson 

 

Mike and Vicki Aloise 

 

Terry Faure 

 

Hugh Avant  11/22 

Will Benny  11/26 

Tom Howington 11/12 

Judith Kossuth  11/28 

James McCormick 11/25 

Karen Myers  11/8 

Joanne Walters 11/3 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE SLATE FOR 2010-
2011 

 

Executive Committee 
Commander -  Lt/C William C. Benny, SN 

Executive Officer - P/C Paul E. Reichert, AP 

Education Officer -  P/C Robert D. Johnson, AP 

Administrative Officer -___________________ 

Secretary - Lt/C Myrna M. Courage, S 

Treasurer - Denise Benny 

 

Members at Large  Cdr Lawrence J. Willwerth, AP 

   Lt Lora E Moses 

   P/C Don R. Woods, AP 

   P/C Bruce T. Jennings, SN 

   1/Lt Joan T. Jennings 

 

Elected Assistants 
Assistant Education Officer  Lt Paul J. Yeaton, P 

Assistant Secretary   1/Lt Norman Slifkin 

Assistant Treasurer   P/C Linda C. Allen, SN 

 

Elected Committees 
 

Nominating Committee 
Chairman - one year term  Lt Thomas J. Brownson, P 

  Two year term  Lt Lora Moses 

  Three year term  Paul Eberle 

 

Rules Committee 
Chairman - one year term  Lt Martha A. Woods 

 Two year term  P/C Don R. Woods, AP 

 Three year term - Hugh Avant 

 

Auditing Committee 
Chairman - one year term  Lt Charlotte Behr, P 

 Two year term  Lt Michael W. Stubbs 

  Three year term  Lt Roger E Bushnell 

Squadron  

Birthdays 
 

 

in November 
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D23 FALL CONFERENCE 

OCT 1 - 3 2010 

D/LT/C Jim DePalma, SN 

Executive Officer 

At the Fall Governing Board in Seattle, the proposal by D26 to give the DC's the authority for 

Merit Mark approval was defeated. This procedure will remain unchanged. Non members pass-

ing an ABC Course on line or as given by the Squadron, can become a USPS member free of 

charge for 6 months. the $25 "administrative charge has been dropped as of 1 December 2010. 

 

HANG TEN TWENTY TEN, our Fall conference, was an outstanding success. Banana River 

S&PS did their usual outstanding job and we sincerely appreciate the work of D/A/O Lucy Hix-

enbaugh and the "PEELS". CDR Bill Fehr continues to make significant  contributions to Dis-

trict functions and we all get the benefit. 

 

The breakout Education Department meeting was very lively per P/D/C Abe Cahill and a lot of 

new info was exchanged. The group meeting was led by our own V/C Dick Peoples who pre-

sented the message from C/C Frank Dvorak. The Chief is driving our membership activities and 

some increases are starting to show. The Cybersquadron activity is responsible for some small 

gains, as well. V/C Peoples who is also the National Treasurer gave us an encouraging sum-

mary of the membership activities. The National Budget is also being brought into line. 

 

Two new proposals were heard and referred to Ad Hoc committees for further study. A pro-

posal to reduce the number of District meetings will be reviewed and submitted to our Bridge 

by December 1, 2010. The proposal to add precious metals to a District portfolio will be sub-

mitted by November 2, 2010. 

 

All of the social activities and meal functions were a success. Additional tables were required at 

both the Luau and the Banquet! The Silent Auction saw several great items being admired by 

their new owners. 

 

The Winter Council will be at the ARC Center in Daytona Beach on January 22, 2011. I know 

personally that it will be even better than last year!! 

 

And last but certainly not least, don't forget to make your plans for the National meeting.  It will 

be at Disney's Coronado Springs Hotel again, January 31 - February 5, 2011. Our own Stf/C 

Don Clark assures us that it too will be an even better meeting. We expect an even bigger turn-

out from D23 and that will mean we'll all get more out of it. 
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The EnLIGHTener 

 

Ponce de Leon Inlet Sail & Power 

Squadron 

A Unit of United States 

Power Squadrons ®  

891 Snook Ave. 

New Smyrna Beach, FL 32169 

Upcoming Events for November 

 
 

 Breakfast get-together, 3 November, Holiday Inn 

Beachside, 0830 

 

 Executive Committee Meeting: 11 November, Library, 

1600  

 

 Oyster/Shrimp Feast, Dicks Island , 13 November.   Please see the announcement on 

Page 4. 

 

 General Meeting/Dinner: There will be no separate dinner meeting this month.  The 

general meeting will take place at the Oyster/Shrimp Feast on 13 November. 


